ALL THAT GLITTERS IS NOT GOLD: CHARACTERIZATION OF METALLIC DECORATIVE
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CONCLUSIONS

The results of this study showed no clear and systematic difference between the metallic decorative elements Iin the different Enclosed Gardens. Small compositional variations were observed only in the brass back-plates decorating the background of the
panels. However, these slight changes do not seem to be justified by any technological need and show no effect on the overall stability.

All the lead-tin gothic elements decorating the wooden sculptures, as well as most of the silver insignas, presented residues of gilding. On the contrary, none of the brass objects showed any traces of gold. The golden appearance of brass back-plates and
sequins is in fact only related to a higher Cu/Zn ratio on the surface. It is not clear whether this dezincification is the result of a degradation processes or of a surface treatment aiming at enhancing the gold-like appearance of the metal. Contrairly to what
expected, this porous Zn-depleted surface layer seems to protect the alloy from further degradation. The presence in the Gardens of large amounts of silk, potentially acting as a chemical sieve against gaseous pollutants, might also have positively influenced

the overall stability of the brass elements.
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